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was pressing his drive for political as well as
for military effect. To rouse those Unionists who
had lost heart was part of his purpose when he
hurled his columns against Atlanta, from which
Hood was driven in one of the most disastrous of
Confederate defeats. On the 3rd of September
Lincoln issued a proclamation appointing a day
of thanksgiving for these great victories of Sher-
man and Farragut.
On that day, it would seem, the tide turned in
Northern politics. Some historians are content
with Atlanta as the explanation of all that fol-
lowed; but there are three separate events of im-
portance that now occurred as incidents In the
complicated situation. In the first place, three
weeks later the radical opposition had collapsed;
the plan for a new convention was abandoned;
the Vindictive leaders came out in support of
Lincoln. Almost simultaneously occurred the re-
maining two surprising events. Fremont with-
drew from his candidacy in order to do his "part
toward preventing the election of the Democratic
candidate." And Lincoln asked for the resigna-
tion of a member of his Cabinet, Postmaster-
General Montgomery Blair, who was the especial
enemy of the Vindictives.